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Map-reading through the French countryside

We assume that you will be able to navigate from your port of arrival to Junction 2 of the A81 with the help of
a standard road atlas. The A81 toll motorway (“payage”) goes through both Laval and Le Mans, so you can
use it to approach J2 from either town. From Junction 2, follow the signs to Vaiges and enter the village. If
you wish to avoid the tolls, use the N157 from either Le Mans or Laval to reach Vaiges. The N157 is much
slower than the toll road if coming from Laval, but not much slower from Le mans.

From Vaiges

Drive through the town of Vaiges, and you will find the turning to St Pierre sur Erve on your right. It is the last
turning on the right as you are leaving the town. St Pierre sur Erve is the only destination on the signpost; do
not be confused by other exit roads from the village and do not be tempted to follow any signs to “site et
grottes” at this stage. It is written as “St Pierre s/E” on the signpost. On the corner by the exit is a vet's
establishment that has blue shutters.

This road leads directly into St Pierre sur Erve. It leaves the village of Vaiges in a straight line, goes past a
big gravel extraction plant (spotlit at night to help you) and then becomes more bendy, shortly after which you
will see the sign telling you that you have reached St Pierre sur Erve.

You will need to take the first turning on the right after you have entered the village. You will see that it is
signposted to “site et grottes”, and behind you on the opposite wall you might be quick enough to spot the
signs that say “Les Hallais” and “La Grande Roche”

Continue down this road and you will see Les Hallais in front of you. Turn right into the entrance.



